
  

 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

It was a privilege to attend the 2026 Greater New 
Jersey Annual Conference as the lay member 
representing Morristown United Methodist Church. 
Alongside Rev. Luana Cook Scott and hundreds of 
United Methodists from across our conference, I 
participated in several days of worship, prayer, 
legislation, conversation, and discernment centered 
around the words of Isaiah 55:6: “Seek the Lord 
while he may be found; call upon him while he is 
near.” 

One of the things I appreciated most this year was 
the hopeful and forward-looking spirit throughout 
the conference. Bishop Cynthia Moore-Koikoi spoke 
passionately about the church’s call to discipleship and challenged every local church to intentionally 
form disciples of Jesus Christ in the coming year. She also emphasized that the conference would not 
simply issue that challenge, but would help resource congregations in that important work. 

I took special note of the report of the committee on episcopacy (like PPR for the bishop). It was upbeat, 
thorough and almost joyful. The first time I attended Annual Conference I went as a monitor for the 
Committee on Status and Role of Women and we were making a record of how many times women 
spoke (from the floor or from the podium) and whether they were treated with respect. The number of 
women leaders and speakers was small and vestiges of the “old boys’ network” were visible for all to 
see. Compare that to today, two years into the term of our first female bishop and a much more even 
division of women and men speaking and participating. We have plenty of work still to do with respect 
to people across the whole gender spectrum, and across race, first language and ability, but I was 
reminded that God (and the Conference) have been at work over these years and am encouraged to 
expect God’s continuing work to bear fruit as well. 

The conference also passed several pieces of legislation addressing both practical and justice-centered 
concerns, including: 
• A new parental leave policy for clergy families 
• A domestic violence response policy 
• Amendments to the Journey of Hope process 
• Updates to Safe Sanctuary and Sexual Ethics policies 
• The formation of a Commission on the Status and Role of Queer People 
• Ongoing work related to closed church properties and faithful relationships with Indigenous 
communities and descendants of the first peoples whose land the church now occupies 

Although much of Annual Conference focuses on reports, legislation, and organizational work, I 
continue to value the opportunity to gather with Christians committed to prayerfully discerning how the 
church can better reflect God’s love and justice in the world. 

Grace and peace, 

Harriett Olson 
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Beginning in June, there will be two major facility improvement projects designed to fortify our existing in-
frastructure and support a key partner in serving the Morristown community. 

Organ & Chamber Wall Repairs 

As part of the Rooted & Reaching Initiative, masonry repairs will address long-standing water 
leaks behind the organ that have damaged both the wall and the instrument. To complete the 
work, the organ pipes will be temporarily removed, and the organ will also receive needed mainte-
nance and restoration. 

Project Timeline: June 15 – End of August  (Note:  Dates subject to change.) 

• Organ pipe removal: Week of June 15 

• Masonry work begins: Week of June 22 

• Pipe reinstallation: July 27 – August 6 

Sanctuary painting: Week of August 17 

During construction, expect scaffolding in the choir loft and chapel, along with possible temporary 
worship format adjustments. 

Children on the Green Upgrades 

Summer renovations at Children on the Green daycare will include classroom and kitchenette im-
provements, water cooler upgrades, and updates to four bathrooms on the first and second floors. 

Project Timeline: June 8 – July 24 (Note:  Dates subject to change.) 

Dumpster and storage pod arrival: June 8 

Construction period: June 22 – July 24 

Please note that six parking spaces will be reserved for construction equipment, and weekday con-
struction noise and occasional planned water shutoffs are expected. 
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Summer Pop-Up Choir 

Beginning May 31st, and on most summer Sundays, we’ll gather in 
the Sanctuary at 10:00am for an informal warmup/rehearsal (come 
as you are – no robes!) to prepare a simple Musical Offering for the 
10:30am service.   

This “Pop-Up Choir” is a great way to test the waters without an 
ongoing commitment.  If you sing in the shower or in your car, we 
invite you to give it a try. 

Please email John Liepold (jliepold@morristownumc.org) for more 
information. 

mailto:jliepold@morristownumc.org
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Call for Scholarship Application - Deadline June 1 
Attention: Senior high students, graduate students, technical school students. The MUMC United 
Women in Faith group would like to recognize your service as a MUMC member with an academic 
award (scholarship)  to help with expenses for the upcoming academic year. A brief application is 
available in which you can introduce yourself, with your interests, activities and thoughts for the future. 
Applications need be submitted by June 1, and an announcement of awardees 
will be done in June. For more information, please contact Leslie Raff, UWF co-
president, laraff3@aol.com. 

Access a PDF of the scholarship application at: https://bit.ly/uwfscholarship or 

scan the QR code. 

Micah 6:8 ..” And what does the Lord require of you?  
To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.” 

Adult Sunday School 

led by Sue Puma Vance, May 31, June 7, June 14 

God can use imperfect people to do incredible things. 
Jen Cowart continues her study of the very messy lives 
of biblical heroes—people who, like us, made mistakes 
but found God was able to use them in powerful ways. 
They all play a significant role in the biblical narrative, 
but their stories are far from perfect. Through the lives 
of rival sisters like Leah and Rachel, or sisters with very 
different personalities like Martha and Mary, we see 
God chooses to use people who don’t have it all 
together. Through the lives of great, but imperfect, 
biblical heroes like Moses, Elijah, Peter, and Paul, we 
see God meets us in our troubles and chooses us even 
if we seem unqualified. 

You are invited to join us. Each Sunday at 9:15 in the 
Wesley room. No advanced prep is necessary. Each 
presentation is designed to be stand-alone, so if you 
have to miss a class, you will still get a lot out of each 
session. 

https://bit.ly/uwfscholarship
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