
 

 



 

 

OUR CORE VALUES 

AFFIRMING: We welcome each person as they are,  
a beautiful child of God. 

SERVING: We help and advocate for people and our environment, within 
our church, the community, and beyond.  

INSPIRING: We celebrate God’s role in our lives, embracing the 
examples and teachings of Christ, through the inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit. 

CREATING COMMUNITY: We foster joy in our midst and with our 
neighbors in everything we do. 

LOVING: We reflect God’s love and love each other,  
knowing we are loved and forgiven.  

Our altar flowers today are given by Rolf Frantz, in honor of his wife Nancy's   80th  birthday today. 
 
PRELUDE 
 
WORDS OF WELCOME & GRACE 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

A new day has dawned, a new year begun 
O Lord, call us so we may hear Your voice 
The world turns to hopes and dreams of the future 
O Lord, keep us in Your ways and on Your path 
We enter this new year with hope and excitement 
O Lord, remind us that You lead us 
O Lord, guide us as we look to You and worship You. 
Amen. 

 
OPENING PRAYER 
 
OPENING HYMN #224 Good Christian Friends, Rejoice  
 
PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 
MUSICAL OFFERING Total Praise (Richard Smallwood, 1948-2025) 
 
CHILDREN’S TIME 
 
CHILDREN’S COIN COLLECTION Benefitting the Heifer Project 
 
INVITATION TO THE PRAYGROUND 

Jesus loves me! this I know, for the Bible tells me so. 
Little ones to him belong; they are weak, but he is strong. 
Yes, Jesus loves me, Yes, Jesus loves me, 
Yes, Jesus loves me, the Bible tells me so. 

 
 
 



 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Gracious God, you are our Redeemer, always at work for our good. Yet we confess that 
we often trust our own plans over Yours. We resist when love requires sacrifice, and 
we withhold compassion when it costs us something. Forgive us, Lord. Through Jesus, 
who paid the full price for our redemption, restore our hope, renew our trust, and 
reshape our lives so that we may reflect Your steadfast love to all. In Jesus’ name we 
pray, Amen. 

 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE  
 
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 
 
SCRIPTURE Isaiah 1:17 
 
SCRIPTURE Luke 4:16-21 

These are the words of new life for all God’s people: 
Thanks be to God! 

 
SERMON Jack Scharf – CLM 
 
SOCIAL CREED 

We believe in God, Creator of the world, and in Jesus Christ, the Redeemer of creation. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, through whom we acknowledge God’s gifts, and we 
repent of our sin in misusing these gifts to idolatrous ends. 
We affirm the natural world as God’s handiwork and dedicate ourselves to its 
preservation, enhancement, and faithful use by humankind. 
We joyfully receive for ourselves and others the blessings of community, sexuality, 
marriage, and the family. 
We commit ourselves to the rights of men, women, children, youth, young adults, the 
aging, and people with disabilities; to improvement of the quality of life; and to the 
rights and dignity of all persons. 
We believe in the right and duty of persons to work for the glory of God and the good 
of themselves and others and in the protection of their welfare in so doing; in the rights 
to property as a trust from God, collective bargaining, and responsible consumption; 
and in the elimination of economic and social distress. We dedicate ourselves to peace 
throughout the world, to the rule of justice and law among nations, and to individual 
freedom for all people of the world. 
We believe in the present and final triumph of God’s Word in human affairs and gladly 
accept our commission to manifest the life of the gospel in the world. Amen. 

 
HYMN #543 O Breath of Life  
 
MINISTRY MOMENTS 
 
OFFERTORY 
 
DOXOLOGY #94 
 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION 



 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever. Amen. 

  
CLOSING HYMN  #533 We Shall Overcome  

"We Shall Overcome" is the iconic anthem of the American Civil Rights Movement, evolving from 
spirituals and labor songs into a powerful symbol of hope, unity, and resistance against racial injustice, 
popularized by activists and singers like Pete Seeger and Joan Baez, and used in pivotal moments like the 
Selma marches and LBJ's voting rights speech. Its origins trace back to Black spirituals and a hymn 
by Charles Albert Tindley, adapted by striking workers and then embraced by the movement for its 
message of enduring strength and eventual triumph. Given our country’s present denial of due process  

 
BENEDICTION 
  
POSTLUDE 
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LEADERSHIP 

https://www.google.com/search?q=Pete+Seeger&sca_esv=ef9c456e5bf53dd9&ei=MvRJae7MEcWW5OMP2Mi9qA0&oq=We+shall+overcome+hidstory&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiGldlIHNoYWxsIG92ZXJjb21lIGhpZHN0b3J5KgIIAjIHEAAYgAQYDTIHEAAYgAQYDTIHEAAYgAQYDTIGEAAYFhgeMgYQABgWGB4yBhAAGBY
https://www.google.com/search?q=Joan+Baez&sca_esv=ef9c456e5bf53dd9&ei=MvRJae7MEcWW5OMP2Mi9qA0&oq=We+shall+overcome+hidstory&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiGldlIHNoYWxsIG92ZXJjb21lIGhpZHN0b3J5KgIIAjIHEAAYgAQYDTIHEAAYgAQYDTIHEAAYgAQYDTIGEAAYFhgeMgYQABgWGB4yBhAAGBYYH
https://www.google.com/search?q=Charles+Albert+Tindley&sca_esv=ef9c456e5bf53dd9&ei=MvRJae7MEcWW5OMP2Mi9qA0&oq=We+shall+overcome+hidstory&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiGldlIHNoYWxsIG92ZXJjb21lIGhpZHN0b3J5KgIIAjIHEAAYgAQYDTIHEAAYgAQYDTIHEAAYgAQYDTIGEAAYFhgeMgYQABgW


 

 



 

 




