
 

 



 

 

OUR CORE VALUES 

AFFIRMING: We welcome each person as they are,  
a beautiful child of God. 

SERVING: We help and advocate for people and our environment, within 
our church, the community, and beyond.  

INSPIRING: We celebrate God’s role in our lives, embracing the 
examples and teachings of Christ, through the inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit. 

CREATING COMMUNITY: We foster joy in our midst and with our 
neighbors in everything we do. 

LOVING: We reflect God’s love and love each other,  
knowing we are loved and forgiven.  

PRELUDE 
 
WORDS OF WELCOME AND GRACE  
 
GATHERING MUSIC #211 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (Verses 1 &7) 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP  

Here in worship—  
we pray together,  
we stand together,  
we sing together,  
we listen together.  
Here in worship—  
we are not alone.  
So when life gives you reason to grieve,  
to fear, or to worry,  
remember this moment.  
We are not alone.  
Let us worship our with-us God. 

 
OPENING HYMN #250 Once in Royal David’s City 
 
ADVENT WREATH CANDLE LIGHTING   
 
PASSING OF THE PEACE    
 
MUSICAL OFFERING O Come, O Come Emmanuel (Taylor Scott Davis) 
 
CHILDREN’S TIME & Coin Collection Benefitting Heifer Project 

Jesus loves me! this I know, for the Bible tells me so.     
Little ones to him belong; they are weak, but he is strong.     
Yes, Jesus loves me, Yes, Jesus loves me,     
Yes, Jesus loves me, the Bible tells me so. 

 
CALL TO CONFESSION   
 



 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION & WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
When we were afraid, did we stay by one another’s side? 
Did we offer our hands, or did we leave each other alone? 
When fear rose within us, did we choose solidarity? 
Did we see the fear in our neighbor, or only our own? 
We confess that none of us is perfect. We all fall short, we all miss the mark, 
and still—God offers grace, and we offer grace to one another. 
So we take a deep breath, and we begin again. 
Thank you, God, for mercy that is a gift. 
And now we ask ourselves once more: 
When others were afraid, did we stay beside them? 
Did we reach out in compassion, or turn away? 
Did we choose courage, community, and love? 
We accept God’s grace, and we offer grace in return. 
With God’s help, we begin again. 
Alleluia. Amen. 
 

RESPONSIVE PSALM (Psalm 85:8–13 (See Insert)  
 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 
 
FIRST READING  Isaiah 41:5-10 

These are words of new life for all God's people.         
Thanks be to God.   

           
ADVENT ALLELUIA  

GOSPEL READING Matthew 1:18-25 
These are words of new life for all God's people.         
Thanks be to God.    

          
SERMON 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
LORD’S PRAYER    

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever. Amen. 

                                
HYMN  #197 Ye Who Claim the Faith of Jesus 
 
MINISTRY MINUTES  
 



 

 

OFFERTORY  
 
DOXOLOGY (Tune: OLD HUNDREDTH)    

Praise God for gifts of hope and peace   
Praise God for gifts of joy and love   
Praise God for sending Christ to dwell   
On earth for us – Emmanuel. Amen.    

 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION   

Holy God, we have known the valley and the longest night,  
and still—we believe. 
We believe You are with us.  
We believe hope rises. 
We believe good news is louder than fear. 
So in all our feelings—in our trembling and our trust, 
in our joy and our weariness—receive these gifts. 
Bless them, and bless us, 
that we may hold onto good news, 
reach for one another, 
and witness love born among us again. 
Still, we believe. 
Amen. 

 
CLOSING HYMN #251 Go Tell It on the Mountain 
 
BENEDICTION   
   
POSTLUDE  



 

 

 

Psalm 85:8–13 
 
Let me hear what God will speak,  
For the Lord will speak peace to his people,  
to his faithful, to those who turned to the Lord in their hearts.  
 

Surely salvation is at hand for those who fear the Lord,  
that glory may dwell in our land. R 
 

Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet;  
Righteousness and peace will kiss each other.  
 

Faithfulness will spring up from the ground,  
and righteousness will look down from the sky.  
 

The Lord will give what is good,  
and our land will yield its increase.  
 

Righteousness will go before the Lord,  
 and make God's footsteps a way. R 
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OneLicense #A-711642 

LEADERSHIP 

Sunday, December 21, 2025 
9:15 AM Adult Sunday School, WR 
10:30 AM Children's Sunday School, PG 
10:30 AM Worship 
3:00 PM Parallel Brass Christmas Concert 
5:00 PM Pioneer Rehearsal, YL 
 
Monday, December 22, 2025 
11:00 AM Staff Meeting, Z 
7:00 PM AA, YL 
7:00 PM Caregivers, Yarners 
8:00 PM Arise, Rm. 32 
 
Tuesday, December 23, 2025 
11:00 AM Property Team Meeting, WR 
12:00 PM Christmas Decorating in Sanctuary 
7:30 PM Pioneer Rehearsal, YL 
 
Wednesday, December 24, 2025 
Office Closed 
3:00 PM Christmas Eve Family Service 
6:00 PM Christmas Eve Choir Rehearsal 
7:30 PM Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

Thursday, December 25, 2025 
Merry Christmas! 
 
Saturday, December 27, 2025 
12:00 PM AA, YL 
 
Sunday, December 28, 2025 
10:30 AM Children's Sunday School, PG 
10:30 AM Worship 
3:00 PM Things I Can't Say from the Pulpit, FH 
5:00 PM Pioneer Rehearsal, YL 
 
The church office will be closed from December 24 

through January 2 as the staff takes a long winter’s 

nap. 

This Week at Morristown UMC 



 

 



 

 


