
 

 



 

 

If this is your first time among our community, please use the visitor card in the pew rack to share some 

information about yourself with us, and place it in the offering plate so we can reach out to you and help 

keep you informed about this community.  

Today is UMCOR Sunday! This is a denomination wide celebration designed to raise awareness and 

support for the ministry of The United Methodist Committee on Relief – otherwise known as UMCOR. The 

UMCOR Sunday offering underwrites UMCOR’s administrative costs to ensure 100% of gifts given for 

humanitarian response and recovery go directly to communities in need. These gifts ensure UMCOR can 

respond swiftly to disasters around the world and represent hope and healing to those most vulnerable. 

Special “UMCOR Sunday” envelopes have been provided for this “Second Mile” offering. 

We invite you to write down your prayer requests on the cards in the pew racks. Place them in the 

offering plate and they will be given to our prayer team. 

INTROIT    Lord Have Mercy 

ORGAN PRELUDE  

WORDS OF WELCOME & GRACE 

CALL TO WORSHIP  

On our worst days,  

God is good.  

On our best days,  

God is good.  

When life is consistent,  

God is good.  

And when life turns on its head,  

God is good.  

Day and night, Monday through Sunday,  

God is good. God is here. God is love.  

Hold tight to that good news. Let us worship God!  

OPENING HYMN (Tune:  NETTLETON – same as UMH #400 Come Thou Fount) 

Let us praise the Word incarnate, 

Christ, who suffered in our place; 

Jesus died and rose victorious 

that we may know God by grace. 

Let us sing for joy and gladness, 

seeing what our God has done; 

let us praise the true Redeemer, 

praise the one who makes us one. 



 

 

PASSING OF THE PEACE  

CHOIR ANTHEM   Wondrous Love (African-American Spiritual, arr. Pilkington) 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Holy God,  

We often find ourselves moving through a world that does not make sense. Like Peter, 

we want to yell out, “This should not happen!”  

We want to control scenarios beyond our reach. We want to hold your world in our 

hands.  

Forgive us for the moments when we lead with declarations instead of curiosity. 

Forgive us for arguing when we could listen.  

Forgive us for fixating on one truth, when we could open ourselves up to many. 

Soften our hard edges and teach us how to listen.  

With hope in our hearts we pray, amen.  

WORDS OF ASSURANCE    

CHILDREN’S TIME 

PSALM  Psalm 107 UMH p. 830: Sing Response; Speak Verses 1-9 Responsively 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 

SCRIPTURE  Matthew 16:21-23 

The Word of God for the people of God.  Thanks be to God. 

SERMON 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

I believe in a God of second chances,  

a God who sees through my stubbornness and holds my fear with tenderness.  

I believe that this God of second chances  

uses ordinary people like Peter to do good in the world.  

Therefore, I believe and hope that God can use me too.  

I believe that from time to time, God invites us to imagine the impossible. I believe that from time to 

time, God invites us to change our minds.  

This change is holy and important work, although challenging.  

When fear and scarcity plague me,  or when the impossible feels out of reach,  

I believe that God meets me with grace and invites me to follow.  

Thanks be to God for a love like that.  

Amen.  

HYMN    UMH #375 There Is a Balm in Gilead   

MINISTRY MOMENTS 

OFFERTORY 



 

 

Senior Pastor 

Rev. Luana Cook Scott 

Liturgist 

Jackie Laba 

Director Of Music Ministries 

John Liepold 

 

Organist 

Jennifer Yang 

Sound & Livestream 

Dave Sullivan, Kenneth Boamah, 

Winifred Bunch, Pearl Ontalan 

 

OneLicense #A-711642 

Participating in Today’s Liturgy 

LENTEN DOXOLOGY (TUNE:  OLD 100th) 

Praise God throughout these forty days. 

Praise Christ, our Lord, whom God did raise. 

And praise the Spirit who imparts 

God’s love in Christ into our hearts. Amen 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, forever. Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN   UMH #660 God Is Here 

BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE 

Let us know you’re joining us today by filling out our 

online connection card. 



 

 

Annual Whippany River Clean-Up 

Saturday, March 16, 8:30am-12pm 

We’re excited to participate in the Annual Whippany 

River Clean-up once again, scheduled for March 16. 

Meet at 8:30am at the parking lot across from Bethel 

Church at 59 Spring St. Please bring gloves, and if you 

have a Morristown UMC T-shirt, please wear it. 

Sunday Morning Adult Discipleship 

Our study of the book of Hebrews will finish next 

Sunday. The next study, starting March 24, will be 

“Five Marks of a Methodist”, led by Jack Scharf. This 

study provides a focused strengthening of the world 

Wesleyan family, while written so that any Christian 

person or group could use it with blessing and 

benefit. We meet Sunday mornings at 9am in the 

Wesley Room. 

Harmonium Choral Society Concert 

Morristown UMC will welcome Harmonium Choral 

Society today at 3pm for Vespers: Celebrating Dusk – 

Mozart’s Vespers K. 339 with chamber orchestra and 

other works highlighting the evening, from 

Mendelssohn to Evelyn Simpson Curenton. 

For tickets, go to Harmonium.org 

United Women in Faith (UWF) Book Club 

The Healing Power of Human Connection In a 

Sometimes Lonely World by Vivek H. Murthy  

Please join us for the next book club meeting on 

March 26. An explanation of how loneliness is an 

epidemic like disease epidemics and how it can be 

overcome. The discussion leader will be Kristin 

Moran. We will meet at 7pm in the Youth Lounge. 

Sunday, March 10, 2024 

UMCOR SUNDAY 

9am | Adult Discipleship, WR 

10:30am | Worship, Sanctuary & Livestream 

11:30am | Fellowship Coffee Hour, FH 

3pm | Harmonium Concert 

Monday, March 11, 2024 

6:30pm | Confirmation 

7pm | AA, YL 

7pm | Caregivers Group, WR 

Tuesday, March 12, 2024 

6:15pm | Trustees, Zoom 

7pm | Pioneer Productions, Godspell 2012 Auditions 

Wednesday, March 13, 2024 

7pm | Handbells, FH 

7pm | Pioneer Productions, Godspell 2012 Auditions 

Thursday, March 14, 2024 

6pm | Brown Bag Bible Study, WR 

7pm | Choir, Music Room 

Friday, March 15, 2024 

6:30pm | Multi-Faith Iftar Dinner 

Saturday, March 16, 2024 

9am | Emmaus Training 

3pm | Pioneer Productions, Godspell 2012 Auditions 

Sunday, March 17, 2024 

8:45am | Pysanky Easter Egg Decorating 

9am | Adult Discipleship, WR 

10:30am | Worship, Sanctuary & Livestream 

11:30am | Fellowship Coffee Hour, FH 

12pm | EarthAware Presentation, FH 

Coming Up @ MUMC 



 

 


