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Hello Church Family!  

I pray this missive finds you well and experiencing God’s grace!  

My apologies for a late May newsletter. I’ve been fighting an upper respiratory illness for 
over two weeks now. (Covid, Flu, and Strep negative.)  So, I‘d like to share with you some 
words from one of my favorite Christian historians, Diana Butler Bass. She recently 
shared a Twitter thread addressing the division in our denomination and the splinter 
group that launched on May 1st. I think she provides an excellent reminder of who we are 
as Methodists!  

I’ve also included a lovely infographic about the history of mergers and schisms in the 
Methodist movement, for your information and edification.  

I’d also like to thank Harriett Jane Olson 
(pictured, right) our Lay Representative 
to Annual Conference AND a GNJ Lay 
Representative to General Conference, 
for sharing insights after church on 
Sunday about this current quagmire of 
UMC protocol and policy. Thanks, 
Harriett! 

And to close, I’ll share a gentle reminder 
that we are having church OUTSIDE of 
the walls of the sanctuary this Sunday! 
Join us on The Green at 10:30 a.m. to be 
a witness to our community at large! 
Please bring your own chair as you are 
able - we’ll have a limited number of 
chairs from the church on hand.  

Also....It’s time for a RUMMAGE SALE! 

Blessings,  

 

FROM PASTOR LUANA 
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 By Mary Ann Scharf 
 Malawi is one of the smallest 
and poorest nations in Africa. It is in 
the Southern Hemisphere surrounded 
by Tanzania, Zambia, and Mozambique. 
Lake Malawi borders the eastern edge 
of the country. Malawi is the width of 
New Jersey but twice the length. Half 
of the population is under 15 years old 
and over 1 million are orphans, due 
primarily to the HIV/AIDS epidemic. 
Malawi suffers from lack of safe drinking water, food insecurity, limited educational and economic 
opportunities, and high rates of communicable diseases including malaria and TB.  
 In 2008, Liz Hensel-Nelson and her husband, Stephen, took their two teenage daughters to Malawi to 
live for a year. Liz felt God’s call to serve the poor and chose the rural villages in southern Malawi to begin her 
ministry, called Villages in Partnership. Since then, VIP has drilled over 80 wells in 29 villages serving 26,000 
people. VIP has built schools and granted scholarships for students to attend college. They have given goats 
and chickens to families and taught them how to care for their animals. They bought a farm, which is used as a 
demonstration and research center. Two solar irrigation systems help farmers through the dry season.  This 
year, VIP plans to build a new health clinic. 
 You can help with your prayers and donations for the Water Walk which will be held in-person in 

Allentown, NJ, on May 14th starting at 4 PM and virtually at 6PM.  Twenty teams are walking and helping to 

raise funds, including the Morristown United Methodist Church and Friends Team. Five team members are 

from MUMC: Leslie Raff, Cherry Tom, Kristin Moran, Mary Ann and Jack Scharf. For more information or to 

donate, please go to https://villagesinpartnership.org. Click on How we can Help and then click on Water 

Walk 2022. Be a blessing to the people of Malawi, the Warm Heart of Africa.  

WATER WALK MAY 14TH FOR VILLAGES IN PARTNERSHIP 
SERVING PEOPLE IN MALAWI 

https://villagesinpartnership.org
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F-dneEJWa9s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F-dneEJWa9s
https://wrwac.org
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