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If someone asked you what difference faith in Jesus Christ has made in your life, what would you say? 
That’s what a friend of mine recently posted on Facebook. Naturally, I commented. Words poured out! I 
wrote: Because of my belief in Jesus Christ... 

• I never feel truly alone or abandoned. 
• I am aware of my own mortality but believe there is belonging in an indescribable way after the 

death of my body. 
• I feel I am no longer defined by my mistakes, but by God's grace, which gives me courage to 

follow my heart and dreams. 
• I no longer compare my worth to others because we're all lost lambs that are precious to the 

shepherd. 
• I see the diversity of the world as a gift and not a threat because we are all part of God's Creation. 
• Jesus’ life and ministry gives me the mindset to believe in things I cannot fully fathom. 

How would you answer the question? And don’t worry about saying something that satisfies someone else’s 
beliefs. It’s not a test; it’s a testimony. How has Jesus changed your life? What difference has He made for 
you?  
I think the church is the best vehicle to tell the story of Jesus Christ, and our story of how He has made a 
difference in our lives. We come together to celebrate Jesus, to grow in our faith, and to serve in His name, 
and we help each other grow in our faith. Despite the problems with the institution itself (and there are 
many) I love church, and I love the United Methodist Church.  
That is why I have no hesitation in asking you to do all in your power to support the church!  
This November our annual Stewardship Campaign is called Together for Joy, and it will take us on a journey 
of remembering the past year and that through loss, fear, and isolation brought on by a pandemic, we have 
persevered and grown, and found joy together. And as we plan forward as a church family we are heralded 
by the Psalmist: “Sing to God a new song, for God has done marvelous things. Let the floods clap their hands; 

let the hills sing together for joy.” 
Stewardship Campaigns are my Achilles heel. I always dread them 
because the pastor is a large part of the budget, and we always feel 
inadequate. But I am so amazingly honored to be a part of the robust and 
relevant ministries of Morristown UMC, that I have no qualms in asking 
you to support your church with your prayers, your presence, your gifts, 
your service, and your witness. All of it! We are striving to give in all the 
ways we are called. 
And further, I want you to do it because it gives you JOY! I want your 
heart to be full when you prayerfully decide how and when and what 
amount you will support MUMC.  
The pandemic changed us, and it changed the Church, but it also brings 
fresh opportunities to sing to God a new song, for God has done - and 
will do - marvelous things through the church.  
Let’s go!  

FROM PASTOR LUANA 
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by Katlyn Houtz 

Kyler and I are very excited for our first ever ASP 
Sunday! This is going to be a wonderful opportunity 
for the 2021 ASP team to share with the 
congregation how our trip went as well as take part 
in the service. Throughout the year the ASP team 
works hard on bonding together, fundraising and 
getting ready for the trip and throughout that time, 
the congregation is always there helping and 
supporting us. We want to be able to share with 
everyone what we were able to accomplish with all 
of their love and support as well as help with the 
church service that day.  
After the service that day we are also hosting our 
first ASP activity for the new year! It has been so 
long since we were able to all get together that we 
would like to have a get together after church service to see everyone and catch up! We will have coffee 
and snacks and just spend some time together reminiscing about previous trips. This is also an 
opportunity for anyone new interested in attending this year's ASP trip to come get some information 
and chat with previous participants about what the trip looks like. We hope that anyone that has 
previously gone on ASP or would like  to go can join us on Novemeber 14th for our first ASP Sunday and 
coffee hour after. Please feel free to reach out to Kyler Coutts or Katlyn Houtz with any questions or 
concerns.  

ASP SUNDAY IS NOVEMBER 14 
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https://www.epa.gov/greenvehicles/electric-vehicle-myths
https://www.greencarreports.com/news/first-drives

