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The Cho-sen Words 
 

Greetings!  Happy and blessed November to you.  For this monthôs pastoral word for you, I want to share with 

you the following portion from my senior pastorôs report given at the Church Conference. 
 

Our vision is ñto become Godôs beloved community, change lives, and transform communities.ò 

 

What a year it has been at our church in Morristown!  We have worked hard and well together to make our 

church a place of vital ministry.  I offer my profound thanksgiving to God for blessing us, and to each of you 

for your faithful service to the Lord. 

 

For the last two years, our church has been working on the Team Vital process.  Team Vital has provided a 

framework and roadmap to move our church forward and upward.  I am happy to share with you that together 

we have generated many signs of vitality and fruitfulness, including: 

 

¶ Changing of church culture from survival/maintenance mode to missional/transformational 

focus; 
 

¶ Becoming a more inclusive church for all Godôs people; 
 

¶ Becoming a truly welcoming church with intentional hospitality ministry; 
 

¶ More people engaged in various ministries; 
 

¶ Multiplying to almost 30 vital small groups from 17; 
 

¶ Welcoming 17 new members, including 3 new youth confirmands; 
 

¶ Raising an additional $50,000 Gap-Fund for the Church ï my heartfelt thanks to those generous 

church leaders who gave sacrificially for this effort; 
 

¶ Birthing of the Nueva Esperanza (New Hope) Worship and Ministry at MUMC on Pentecost 

Sunday this year; 
 

¶ New sports-oriented outreach to Hispanic/Latino children, youth and young adults (i.e., New 

indoor soccer team and basket ministry team); 
 

¶ Welcoming two new church staff who are millennials (Charles Perez ï Associate Pastor as of 

7/1/2016; Sarah Michal ï Director of Music Ministries as of 9/1/2016); 

 

 

http://www.morristownumc.com/
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¶ Updating and expanding church website and other social media ministry;  
 

¶ Updated payment of our shared ministry fund (apportionment) and our plan to fulfill our 100% 

payment goal; and 
 

¶ Significant financial and ministerial support/guidance from the Conference, Conference Staff 

and District Superintendent, which generated a much more positive attitude towards GNJAC and 

our UM Connectionalism. 

 

Our goal this year is ñto grow our church younger and make it fully inclusiveò for all Godôs people.  In other 

words, we are focusing our energy and resources in developing ministries to attract and welcome more new 

people, young people and diverse people in our community. 

 

Our church is strategically located for this goal ï right on the Green, in the heart of Morristown.  In terms of 

demographic studies, 34% of us are Hispanic/Latinos; 19% of us are Blacks; 40% or so of us are Anglos; and 

there is one Korean-Hawaiian (I wonder who that person isé).  We are clearly living in a very diverse 

community in terms of people, languages, cultures and life-style. Therefore, I have been sharing with our 

congregation the vision of creating a Rainbow Congregation for all Godôs people in our church for our 

Morristown community and the world. 

 

We are gearing up to engage in Team Vita II process beginning in November.  Based on all the good things we 

have accomplished, we will develop a new set of S.M.A.R.T. goals and actions plans, and engage the whole 

congregation to further develop and multiply ministries. 

 

One of the most critical focus areas for my pastoral ministry is Lay Servant-Leadership development among our 

faithful laity and new laity.  Our church is so blessed by the presence of many good, faithful, effective and 

generous lay leaders.  They are carrying a heavy load with passion and dedication.  At the same time, we will 

need to develop more lay servant-leaders who can join us in vitalizing our current ministries and developing 

new and innovative ministries.  

 

Our churchôs future looks bright because we know God is with us and leading us.  I am grateful to serve as this 

congregationôs senior pastor.  It is good to be here among you.  I applaud all of our church leaders and members 

who have given their ñlabor of loveò so faithfully to vitalize our church and its ministry.  Thank you, thank you 

and thank you!! 

 

I offer my heartfelt thanks to our church staff (Pastor Charles Perez, Jack Scharf, Sarah Michal, Mona 

Lindemann, Vince and Maria Cattano, Jennifer Yang, and Cesar Torres) and church office volunteers 

(including Nancy Frantz, Nancy Nutt, and Judy Bellush).  Thank you for your dedication and fruitful work.  

And, I want to express our deep gratitude to Jennifer, my spouse and precious partner in ministry, for her love, 

support and companionship.   

 

May God continue to guide our path as we seek to love and serve God with 100% of our hearts and lives.  God 

bless you all. 

 

Faithfully, 

 

Rev. Dr. Brandon Cho 

Senior Pastor 
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NOVEMBER  

9:00 a.m. 

Sunday School for all ages 
 

10:15 a.m. 

Worship Service 
 

November 6, 2016 

All Saintsô Day 

Twenty-fifth  Sunday after Pentecost 

Holy Communion 

ñThe Saints in Our Worldò 

Luke 20:27-28; Romans 1:7; Hebrews 12:1-2 

Pastor Brandon preaching 
      

November 13, 2016 

Laity Sunday 

Twenty-sixth Sunday after Pentecost 

ñJesus Knows!ò 

Romans 8:35, 37-39; Galatians 6:2  

Kris Hansen preaching 
 

November 20, 2015 

Thanksgiving Sunday 

Consecration Sunday 

ñGratefulò 

Colossians 1:11-12 

Pastor Brandon preaching 

 

During the Advent Season, I will review three 

major players in the Birth of Christ narrativeð

Mary, Joseph and Elizabeth 
 

November 27, 2016 

First Sunday of Advent 

ñMaryðThe Chosen Motherò 

Luke 1:16-38, 46-55 

Pastor Brandon preaching 

 

 

DECEMBER 

 

December 4, 2016 

Second Sunday of Advent 

Childrenôs Christmas Pageant 

ñJoseph ï The Faithful Manò 

Matthew 1:18-25 
 

December 11, 2016 

Third Sunday of Advent 

Christmas Cantata 

Rev. Dr. Javier Viera,  

Dean of Drew Theological School, preaching 
 

December 18, 2016 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

ñElizabeth ï The Encouragerò 

Luke 1:39-45, 57-64 

Pastor Brandon preaching  
 

December 24, 2016 

Christmas Eve Services at 5 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. 

ñThe Christ Light for Youò 

John 1:1-9;  Luke 2:1-7 

Pastor Brandon preaching 
 

December 25, 2016 

Christmas Day 

ñCome as you are in your pajamasò Sunday 

ñHappy Birthday, Jesus!ò 

Luke 2:1-15 

Pastor Brandon preaching 
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Nueva Esperanza 
Charles Perez 

 

To engage the community as the church is the 

calling out that Jesus means when he called us 

disciples. We take our means of grace (spiritual 

disciplines) and through it we put on Christ. We 

engage with God and go forth and engage with 

people in the community the Christ that is dwelling 

in us. So engage with God, so that when people 

interact with us, Christ can be present. 

 

I just had the experience of interacting with 

Hispanic men who are by the train station in 

Morristown waiting to be picked up for work. They 

were served donuts and coffee and we enjoyed good 

conversation. I appreciated their  own hospitality as 

they allowed me to interact with them. Right before 

I left one of them said to me, "You are welcome 

here anytime." I was touched by his hospitality and 

I responded that next time I will bring empanadas. 

They all chuckled with a smile when I said that. So 

Morristown United Methodist Church let the Christ 

that you have clothed yourself with bring hope to 

the community that you live in. Be blessed! 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

MORRISTOWN  UNITED METHODIST  

YOUTH GROUP  
The Youth Group meets to grow 

spiritually through fellowship, mission, 

music, and worship. We meet weekly for 

a variety of activities.  All youth in 6
th 

 ï 

12
th
 grade are welcomeébring a friend or 

two along! 
  

Lock-in 

Saturday,  November  5, 2016  

(5:00 p.m.ðOvernight, Church 

in PJôs in the A.M.)  Come on out 

for our Youth favorite!  Games, 

food, movies, and sleep-over in our 

Youth Lounge!  Wake up for 

breakfast, and wear your fuzzy slippers to church!  

Please RSVP if bringing a guest.  Take pie orders after 

church on November 6.  No PM Youth Group. 

 

Pie Orders 

Sunday, November 6,  2016 (After 

church)  
Take orders for Thanksgiving pies. 

 

 

Fundraiser at the Barn 

Tuesday, November 8, 2016 

(5:00pmð10:00pm) 

 

 

Minute to Win It Challenge  

Sunday, November 13, 2016 (12:00-1:30 p.m.) 

 Take orders for Thanksgiving pies after church. 
 

Pie Baking 

Saturday, November 19, 2015 (7:00 a.m.ðuntil done) 

Donôt miss our annual baking event where we bake 

apple, cherry and pumpkin pies for the Thanksgiving 

festivities.  Our pies get rave reviews, and we always 

sell out fast!  Youth and their families whip up these 

culinary delights.  Join us as we dice, slice and stir . . . 

and enjoy lots of laughs and fellowship. 
 

Pie Distribution 

Sunday, November 20, 2016 (After 

church) 

Distribute all the yummy pies that we 

made. 
 

Sunday, November 27, 2016 

No PM Youth Group 

 

 

 

 
DONôT FORGET TO TURN YOUR 

CLOCKS BACK ONE HOUR BEFORE 

YOU GO TO BED ON NOVEMBER 5.  
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ñCREATING A BRIGHT FUTURE ò 

PLEDGE DRIVE FOR 2017 
 

Dear Church Family and Friends,  
 

We are happy to announce that we have chosen 

ñCreating a Bright Futureò as the theme for our all-

church pledge drive for 2017.  By Godôs grace we 

have accomplished many wonderful things to serve 

in our church, in our community and the world. 
 

Our vision goal for 2017 is to ñGrow Our Church 

Younger.ò  This means we want to invest our time, 

energy and resources to reach out to young people, 

youth, young adults, young families, and young-at-

hearts in our overall mission and ministry.  

Investing in the future of our church is something 

we all want to do as a healthy and vibrant body of 

Christ in Morristown. 
 

You will get more information in the mail with a 

narrative budget which outlines our mission and 

ministry in 2017. 
 

On Thanksgiving Sunday, November 20
th
, we will 

have a chance to dedicate our pledges during 

worship.  Please keep our pledge drive in your 

prayers and ask the Lord to give you a big generous 

heart for the church and a daring faith to believe.  

Thank you. 

Your Finance Ministry Team 
 

 

A FRUITFUL GAP -FUND 

FOR OUR CHURCH 

During this past summer, our churchôs Finance 

Ministry Team did something remarkable to raise 

additional funds in order to address our churchôs 

cash flow needs.  Several church leaders/families 

responded by giving an additional gift to the church.  

With their help, we were able to raise an additional 

$50,000.  We want to give thanks to those leaders 

who gave their extra-mile gifts generously and 

sacrificially.  Thank you, friends, and God bless 

you!! 

 

 

 

 
 

 
HUNGER WALK UPDATE 

We successfully completed the Hunger Walk for the 

Community Soup Kitchen.  Thank you to those who 

walked and a special "Thank You" to those who 

made a pledge. The M.U.M.C. Team raised $955 

for the Community Soup Kitchen.  

Thanks so much! 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

SAVE THE DATE  

 

Saturday March 25, 2017 

9am-2pm 

Stay tuned for more info. 
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Jim Morris Memorial  
With the approval of the Board of Trustees, we had 

a local landscaping 

company design and 

complete a ñfaceliftò to 

the front of the church.  

We hope this will 

enhance the exterior of 

this lovely building and 

make our church a more 

pleasant and welcoming 

presence to the 

community.  Generous contributionsðgiven in 

memory of Jimðfrom the congregation, friends and 

family have allowed us to fund this project.  This is 

something Jim always wanted to have done. 
 

We have also been able to fund the purchase of the 

round tables and table cloths for Fellowship Hall, 

the cleaning and polishing of the brass pieces on the 

altar, and three storage cabinets for the kitchen.  Jim 

loved being part of this church and we think he 

would be very pleased with these projects. 
 

In Loving Memory of himðhusband, Dad & ñPaò 

The Morris Family  

 

 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4, 2016 

SILENT AUCTION  
 

HELPERS TO SOLICIT DONATIONS  
 

Some possible donations are: 

Baked Goods, Artwork, Crafted Items, Household 

Goods, Holiday Items, Gift Certificates, Childrenôs 

Items, Services. (Free Babysitting, Lawn Care, 

Handy Man), Games/Toys/Books, Sports Team 

Memorabilia/Tickets, Theater/Cultural Art Tickets 
 

Please bring items in to the Church Office, labeled 

for  Silent Auction, with your name! 

Contact: Maria Cattano 

973-615-9438 or 

mariacattano@gmail.com 

 

ALL PROCEEDS BENEFIT YOUTH 

MISSIONS! 

Celebrate the King of the Keyboards! 
Sing and make music in your heart to the Lord, 

always giving thanks to God the Father for 

everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ." 

(Ephesians 5:19 ï NIV) 

Teresa Mitchell 

 

It has been a privilege through 

the years for Music at 

Morristown Methodist Church 

to partner with Star Ministry, 

an organization dedicated to 

promoting traditional, God-

honoring music by providing 

resources for the production 

funding of concert series and 

special events.   
 

On Saturday November 19
th
, Abendmusik and Star 

Music will present the fifth 

concert in the ñKing of 

Keyboardsò concert series, 

highlighting the pipe organ.  

Past concerts have featured 

Ezequiel Menendez (2008), 

Jackson Borges, (2010), 

Brian Schottler (2012) and 

Kevin Graf (2014).  This 

year, Allen Artzða familiar 

face to many of usðwill be 

the featured artist and we 

look forward to welcoming 

him back. 
 

The Austin organ in our sanctuary, along with an 

electric carillon of 100 bells, was dedicated on 

March 16, 1975.  During the next 25 years, work 

continued on the organ as additional pipes and an 

antiphonal organ were gifted to add to the 

instrument.  In 1989 the final addition of an 

extended 32ô Bourdon rank of pipes, donated by 

Lee Schubert and Jane Rehmke effectively 

completed the organ as it was originally planned.  

We are blessed to have such a wonderful instrument 

to lead us in worship and praise, and this concert 

will be another demonstration of the power and 

beauty of this highly crafted instrument.  Please join 

us as we celebrate this gift that keeps on giving to 

our congregation and our community! 
 

 

mailto:mariacattano@gmail.com
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Morris town 

United Methodist Womenôs 

Advent Celebration 
 

ñMary Had a Babyò 

An Advent Study on  

African Ameri can Spirituals 
 

 
 

Presented by Morristown United 

Methodist Womenôs Leadership Team 

Saturday December 3, 2016 

9:15 a.m. to 12:00  

Please RSVP by November 26th to  

Jan Buck 973-586-3133 at 

tbscmom@yahoo.com or 
 

Kris Hansen 973-267-3310 at 

kris.hansen@att.net 

 
 

Monaõs Musings 
We sadly said ñGood-byeò to Rev. Marjorie Eriksen  

recently.  Marjorie passed away on October 11, 2016 

after a three decadeôs long battle with cancer.  Marjorie 

and her husband Neil became 

a part of this MUMC family 

in 2013.  Marjorie had served 

several churches in our 

district prior to her retirement 

in 2012.  She rejoiced in 

continuing to serve here 

during Communion and in 

assisting Pastor Brandon 

wherever she was needed.  

She was a lovely lady who 

will be missed by everyone here at MUMC.  
 

We have happy ñbaby 

newsò too.  I recently 

heard from Gail 

Remaly. who was a 

member here for many 

years before she retired 

to Arizona, that she is a 

delighted first-time 

grandma.  Her son Scott 

and his wife Devon 

welcomed Jane Scout 

on September 22.  She 

will be known as 

Scoutðand is bringing 

joy to parents and grandparents alike.  Congratulations!  
 

And yet another 

beautiful baby girl!  

Jane Rehmke and 

Lee Schubert are also 

delighted to announce 

that have a brand new 

granddaughter.  On 

October 19
th
 their 

daughter Helen and 

her husband Bryan 

welcomed Yvonne 

Elaine Fields who is 

named for two of her 

great grandmothers.  

She will be called 

Evie.  Her New Jersey 

grandparents are eagerly anticipating a trip to 

Colorado soon to meet this little charmer.  Congrats 

to all.  
See you next month! 

Mona 

mailto:tbscmom@yahoo.com
mailto:kris.hansen@att.net
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FUNDRAISER EVENT 
at 

 
 

 
 
 

1178 Rte. 10 West-Randolph, NJ 07869 
 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 2016 
5:00 p.m.Ú10:00 p.m. 

 

15% of your meal & beverage 
purchase will be donated to the 

M.U.M.C. mission team! 
 

50+ Youth & Adults will spend a 
week in the Appalachian 

aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ ŀǊŜŀΧƳŀƪƛƴƎ ƘƻƳŜǎ 
warmer, safer and drier! 

 

When you are done enjoying your meal, 
please place your receipt in the box at the 

host stand! 
 

SHARE WITH YOUR FRIENDS! 
 

Together we can make a 
difference! 

 

Questions?  Contact: Vince Cattano 
973-727-5524 or vcattano@gmail.com 

 

YOUTH GROUP 

HOLIDAY PIE SALE 
 

Order extra to bring when visiting family 

and friends! 
 

 

Pies can also be frozen for future 

enjoyment! 
 

Have your friends, 

family, and 

coworkers  

get in on this 

great offer! 
 

    Pumpkin  

Apple 

Cherry 

$15.00 for each 9ò Pie 

$18.00 gluten free version 

 

Pre-Orders Due by November 14! 

Extras available the day of pick up. 

 

Thank You for Supporting 

our 

Youth Group!
 

 

 

Pies will be available for Pick Up on: 

Sunday, November 20. 

 

 

mailto:vcattano@gmail.com
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NOVEMBER  

 

 
 

2 Nance Greenberg 

3  Kayla Bozza 

6  Robbie Burk 

 Croft Lightfoot 

 Elizabeth Radis 

7  Dan Maloney 

8 Clive Coutts, Sr. 

  Ashé Gobin 

10  Mary Smith Anderson 

11  Lyndsey Connolly 

17 Ellen Zanetti 

19  Greg Kraft 

20  Emily Williamson 

21   Darius Robinson 

    Shannon Rychener 

    Forrest Shue 

23  Debie Foster 

25   Kerry Earls 

  26   Anthony Prince 

  Stacey Williamson 

  27   Geoffrey Tillisch 

  28   Ginger McCulloch 

     Vivian Shue  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

¶ Nueva Esperanza Worship and Ministry 

¶ Stephen Ministry 

¶ Church Leaders and Ministry Teams 

¶ More Engagement Opportunities in Our 

Community 

¶ Team Vital II and its members 

 

Our Church Famil y and Friends 
Family and friends of Rev. Marjorie Eriksen, 

mourning her death 

Christopher Scharf, pneumonia 

Krystyna Gibbs, mourning the death of her father  

Owen, strength and hope during cancer treatments 

William Cotte, recovery after heart surgery 

Walter Wise, healing and strength 

Dan Crowley, beginning radiation 

Debbieôs mom, successful treatment of cancer 

Lea OôShea, Nancy Ruggerioôs daughter, recovery 

George and family, fighting addiction 

Jean White, healing 

Adam, successful treatment of colon cancer 

Kristen,  new mom, getting chemo 

Jennyôs father, successful treatment for prostate cancer 

James, recovery from stage 4 cancer 

Ellie, 12-years-old, tumor 

Mary Moody,  treatment for cancer 

Melissaôs mom, battling stage 4 ovarian cancer 

Enid, lung cancer 

Kathleen Strain, Lil Muellerôs sister 

 

Lt. Kirsten Aubele, US Army 

Pfc Abigail Crisp, NJ Army National Guard 

Sgt. Randall Ferrara, NJ Army National Guard 

Jordan Dale, US Marines 

LT Karen Kraft McAllister , US Navy, San Diego 

J.C. Rychener, US Marines 

 

On-going Prayer 
Sonya Burroughs   Barbara  & Jim MacHale 

Lou Cattano      Micah 

Beth & Bruce Courter  Richie Perdew 

Erika Davis     Rick Radis 

Neil Eriksen     Arden Sutton 

Ozzie Doig     Emma Wyman 

Bill Earls      Ken Zippler 

Nancy Gardner 

Jack & Johnna      

Leslie Loyek          
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KING OF THE KEYBOARDS  

 

 

F. Allen Artz, III , Organist  

53 - rank Austin pipe organ  

 

 Saturday November 19, 2016 at 7:30 pm 
 

Suggested donation: $20 adults/$15 seniors/Students with ID Free 

Advance sales: $17/$12 by calling 973-538-2132 
 

        Reception following the concert 
 

        Co- sponsored by StarMinistry.org  

        Javier Dubois Proietto, President 

 
Funding has been made possible in part by Morris Arts through the New Jersey State Council on the Arts/Department of 

State, a Partner Agency of the National Endowment for the Arts. 

 

 

 



 11 

Appalachia Service Project 2016 
 

A group of 55 people representing M.U.M.C. as well as Brookside Community Church served for a week this past July in 

Jonesville, Virginia (Lee County) with Appalachia Service Project. This was our 30
th
 year of participating with A.S.P.!  

 

Aside from heat and rain we had an amazing week. We had eight work teams that worked on seven sites. We performed a 

wide variety of work including: flooring, sheet rocking, porches, decks, handicap ramps, siding, spackling, painting, 

bedroom and bathroom renovations, electrical and plumbing work and more. More significantly, we got to bond with not 

only the families that we worked for, but also with our own group which comes from many different communities. We are 

very proud that almost half of our participants come from outside our ñChurch walls.ò 
 

Each year A.S.P. has a theme for the year; this year was ñHandiworkò based on Ephesians 2:10. ñFor we are Godôs 

handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.ò We were truly 

blessed to have the opportunity to be the hands and feet of Jesus and use our ñHandiworkò to serve others. A.S.P. is a life 

changing experience for many of us. It keeps us coming back year after year because no two years or experiences are the 

same. 
 

We would like to say ñThank Youò to our congregation and supporters. Without your support this trip would not be able 

to happen each year! Our congregation has made a huge difference in so many Appalachian families over the past 30 

years. You have also made a huge difference for every participant that has ever gone on A.S.P. by giving them a chance to 

experience this life changing mission trip! So we say ñThank You,ò ñThank You,ò Thank You!ò 
 

If you would like to see highlights of our 2016 Mission Trip click on the following link 

2016 Morristown UMC ASP Highlights 
 

Vince & Maria Cattano ï A.S.P. Mission Coordinators 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/47OAK0GDwzs
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HELP 

HOPE 

HEALING  

 

Morristown United Methodist Church Stephen Ministiry Team is preparing to start a new class of Stephen 

Ministers in first quqrter 2017 with plans to commiussion this class next year. 
 

The MUMC Stephen Ministry Leadership Team want to remind all of our church family  what this Ministry is 

about and what the blessings/benefits of implementing Stephen Ministry has in fact been seen since 

commissioning our first class of Stephen Ministers in May 2015! 

 

There will an Informational Meeting describing Stephen Ministry led by n MUMC Stephen Leaders on 

November 13
th
, 2016 inviting church members to consider become a Stephen Minister or if interested in having 

a care giver to listen to how this ministry works.  

 

Stephen Ministry is a one-to-one lay caregiving ministry that takes place in congregations that use the Stephen 

Series  System.  Stephen Ministry congregations equip and empower lay caregiversðcalled Stephen 

Ministersðto provide high-quality, confidential, Christ-centered care to people who are hurting. 

 

This Ministry is named for Stephen, one of the first seven laypeople called by the church to assist the apostles 

in caring for others. (You can read Stephenôs story in Acts 6 and 7.) Stephen Ministry is truly ministryðthat is, 

service to others, caring for others in Jesusô name, doing the work that God has both called and gifted his 

children to do.  

 

Bear one anotherôs burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ (Galatians 6:2, NRSV). 

 

How Stephen Ministry Works 

The best way to understand how Stephen Ministry works is to learn about three groups of people involved in 

this ministry: Stephen Leaders, Stephen Ministers, and care receivers. 

Stephen Leaders 

Stephen Leaders establish and direct Stephen Ministry in a congregation. Theyð 

build  awareness of Stephen Ministry within the congregation and community 

recruit  and train Stephen Ministers 

meet with potential care receivers to assess their needs 

match care receivers with Stephen Ministers 

provide Stephen Ministers with ongoing supervision and continuing education 

People learn to serve as Stephen Leaders by attending a Leaderôs Training Courseða one-week conference that 

introduces the resources used to lead Stephen Ministry, develops key skills, and gets people excited about this 

caring ministry. MUMCôs Stephen Leaders are-- Pastor Brandon Cho came to us as a Trained Stephen Leader, 

Maria and Vince Cattano are now trained Stephen Leaders and will be migrating from their role as Stephen 

Ministers having already joined  Kris Hansen as Stephen Leaders.   

 

 

 

 

https://www.stephenministries.org/stephenministry/default.cfm/1219
https://www.stephenministries.org/stephenministry/default.cfm/1219
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Stephen Ministers 

Stephen Ministers are congregation members trained following the fifty hour Stephen Series curriculum by 

Stephen Leaders to offer high-quality, one-to-one Christian care to people going through tough times. A 

Stephen Minister usually provides care to one person at a time, meeting with that person once a week for about 

an hour. Twice a month, Stephen Ministers gather with their Stephen Leaders for supervision and continuing 

education. 

Care Receivers 

Care receivers are peopleðcongregation members and others in the communityðwho receive care from a 

Stephen Minister. These are people struggling through a difficult time in lifeðexperiencing grief, divorce, job 

loss, chronic or terminal illness, or some other life crisis. 

Some important guidelines for this caring relationship protect both the care receiver and the Stephen Minister: 

The relationship between a care receiver and a Stephen Minister is confidential. 

Men are matched with men; women with women. 

When a care receiverôs needs exceed what a Stephen Minister can provide, the Stephen Ministry team 

makes a referral to an appropriate mental health professional or other community resource. 

The Blessings of Stephen Ministry 

Stephen Ministry multiplies blessings throughout the church and community. 

Congregations receive a practical and powerful way to respond to Christôs commandment: ñLove one 

another as I have loved youò (John 15:12 RSV). 

Pastors have a team of gifted, trained and committed lay caregivers ready to minister to hurting people. 

Laypeople nurture and use their gifts in meaningful ministry, growing spiritually as they serve others. 

People who are hurting  have a compassionate companionða caring Christian friend who provides 

emotional and spiritual support. 

A Vibrant, Lasting Ministry  

Youôll find Stephen Ministry in congregations from more than 160 Christian denominations, across the U.S. 

and Canada and in 24 other countries. 

Stephen Ministry is built to lastðgoing strong for over 20 or even 30 years in hundreds of congregations. 

Since Stephen Ministries was founded in 1975: 

More than 12,000 congregations have enrolled in the Stephen Series. 

More than 65,000 pastors and lay leaders from those congregations have been equipped at Leaderôs 

Training Courses. 

More than 600,000 laypeople have received Stephen Minister training. 

More than one-and-a-half-million people have had a Stephen Minister to walk with them, providing 

one-to-one Christian care during tough times. 

*The above was been taken directly from the SM website. 

 

This new class is needed due to our waiting list of potential Care Receivers for Care Givers.  Training for 

Stephen Ministers is planned to start in First Quarter 2017.   Please join us at the Informational Meeting and 

learn more about this very meaningful and important ministry to our church and community. 

 

We are so excited and looking forward to supporting the growth in this ministry as your trained and certified 

Stephen Minister (SM) Leaders with Pastor Brandon! 

 

If you have any further questions please feel free to contact any of Your MUMC Stephen Leaders, 

 

 

Maria Cattano,       Vince Cattano,                  Kris Hansen 

973-615-9438       973-727-5524      973.267.3310  

mariacattano@gmail.com   vcattano@gmail.com      kris.hansen@att.net 

  

https://www.stephenministries.org/stephenministry/default.cfm/718
mailto:mariacattano@gmail.com
mailto:vcattano@gmail.com
mailto:kris.hansen@att.net
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MUMCôS HAPPENING! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IGNITE  

September 30ðOctober 2, 2016 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

ABENDMUIK --Sweet Plantain 

October 22, 2016 
 

ASP ñThank Youò Luncheon 

October 23, 2016 

 


